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Tue ProposED VETERINARY BILL. 


This Bill is now, practically, one solely to enable 
the veterinary profession to raise money to pay its 
way, but an organised opposition to it remains. A re- 
cent reference to it in The Times says: “If the pro- 
moters of the Bill have no intention to interfere with 
the liberty of uncertificated practitioners in the per- 
formance of the more trivial operations, there can 
be no reason for insisting upon legislation capable 
of such interpretation.” Now, the objectionable 
clause has been withdrawn, and why any suspicion 
should exist in the minds of stockowners that the 
profession desire to interfere with castrators or 
spayers is difficult to understand. Equally erron- 
eous is it to think that veterinary surgeons desire to 
prevent the shepherd from assisting at lambing or 
the cowman attempting to give aid at calving time. 
What we desire to do is to protect ourselves against 
men who usurp all our duties under spurious but 
deceptive titles. We should have thought that the 
benefits veterinary science has conferred upon 
agriculture during the last fifty years would have 
earned us some gratitude instead of opposition. Not 
one single advance in the doctoring of animals has 
been made by the “uncertificated practitioner” or 
by the advertising medicine vendor, and yet edu- 
cated agriculturists go out of their way to prevent 
the veterinary profession maintaining the progress 
it bas made. 

The Highland and Agricultural Society even 
propose to take away from us the small powers we 
possess and have possessed sincé 1881. They 
argue that our Act goes further than the Medical 
Acts, and The Times says: “The disciplinary 

wers which are sufficient for one profession 
should be adequate for the other.” We may grant 
the conclusion, but any medical man will tell The 
Times writer that the powers of the medical profess- 
ion are not adequate, aud that the requisite change 
is not to level down but to level up. For over 
twenty years we have peg the powers given 
us by the Veterinary Act cf 1881, and never has 
any attempt to abuse those powers heen known. 

Agricultural Societies may be strong enough to 

vent us obtaining the Act we want, by threaten- 
ing to insert a clause depriving us of what we have 
had for two decades, but their action is based upon 
an unkind suspicion, even if it is not mere bluff to 
terrify us and to please some persons behind the 
scenes who fiyst persuaded them to move. 


ScarRLeT FevER AND THE Cow. 


It isa long. time since ‘“‘ The Hendon Outbreak” 
misled a medical man into the discovery that scarlet 
fever in man might arise by direct transmission of 
disease from the cow. So much has been learned 
since of epidemiology that one could hardly have 
ee a revival in 1909 of a theory that never 
had a basis of truth. 

Yet we find in The Salis and Winchester 
Journal a note to the effect that “Dr. H. Beale 
Collins, the Medical Officer of Health for Kingston, 
states that the disease got into the milk imported 
to the district owing to a certain disease in the cows 
which affects the udder, skin and viscera, adding 
that it seemed probable that the disease was orig- 
inally communicated to the animals by a case of 
— fever in Wiltshire which was not recog- 
nised.” 

Possibly the news - has not correctly report- 
ed the views of Dr. Collins, but if it bas, Kingston 
is not to be congratulated upon its M.O.H. Dr. 
Collins seems to believe that scarlet fever can be 
transmitted to the cow and from the cow back to 
human beings. 

It has repeatedly been shown that scarlet fever 
cannot be given to the cow, and no case of trans- 
mission from the cow has ever been authenticated. 

These cases of libel upon the cow only go to 
emphasise the necessity of independent veterinary 
enquiries when the diseases of animals are in ques- 
tion. The protection of stockowners against the 
theories of the M.O.H. is as necessary as ever, but 
possibly the agriculturist would prefer his interests 
being left in the hands of the “ uncertificated animals 
doctor” or the vendors of cure-alls ! 


An Inprrect USE OF THE ORDER. 


This week we summarise some observations by 
Bugge, a German veterinarian, upon follicular 


mange in cattle. The disease is of some practical 
importance in bovines, or at least would be if it 
were a common one; for it must be remembered 
that Faxon, in 1878 in America, found the demo- 
dex in the hides of cattle prepared for tanning, the 
hides having been damaged by the parasite. Here 
the question of the contagiousness of the disease 
becomes of moment; and judging from Bugge’s 
observations—in considering which allowance has 
to be made for the agency of grooming in dissemi- 
nating the parasite—and previous ones, the prob- 
ability seems to be that follicular mange in cattle, 
as in dogs, is undoubtedly contagious, but that con- 
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tagion does not take place very readily under ordi- 
nary conditions. 


to which it is the object of t 


Next day a rather was noticed, 


is vote to draw atten- 


= Bugge’s conjecture regarding natural recovery is|tion. The colt seemed a little distressed and 
interesting, and is supported by the opinion of Oebl, | anxious, but the chief thing observed was extremel. 
a previous observer, who stated that cattle recover|loud intestinal sounds. These could be h 
spontaneously from follicular mange. Further re-| about ten yards distant, and might be likened to the 
search is necessary upon this point; but Bugge’s| forcing of a mixture of gas and fluid through a con- 
article is certainly a noteworthy contribution to a| stricted portion of a flexible tube. They were not 
little known branch of bovine pathology, and, in|constant, but occurred every minute or so. Ap- 
addition, it conveys a general lesson which British| parently the omentum had by some means or 
veterinarians should note particularly at the present | other lessened the normal diameter of the intestinal 


moment. 


tube so that the contents being forced by the ver- 


The great bulk of Bugge’s observations were|micular movements of the anterior part, had the 
made og two herds, both of which he examined | greatest difficulty in getting past the constriction. 
y 


primari 


with reference to tuberculosis. It is|1I have seen small lipomatous tumours cause death 


obvious that the careful and systematic examina-| by their long thin pedicle getting wound round the 
tion of whole herds which the campaign against} bowel and producing an absolute occlusion, and 
tuberculosis involves affords invaluable opportuni-| judging by the sounds in the case in question a 
ties for incidental cbservations regarding very many | similar result did not seem at all unlikely. 


other diseases. Hitherto these opportunities have 


However, the colt did not show any colicky symp- 


been more generally enjoyed by foreign than by/toms as anticipated, and did not seem very much 
British veterinarians, for a general campaign against | upset beyond wearing an anxious expression. The 
tuberculosis has not yet commenced in this coun-| loud sounds persisted for several days then sub- 
try, and there are still many rural districts in which | sided. * The colt did well afterwards, and up to the 
wholesale inspection of this nature is unknown. | present time has given no further trouble. 


But the times are changing in this respect, and the 
Tuberculosis Order to come in force next year will 
give us facilities for far more extensive and accurate 
observations upon cattle than are possible to most 
of us now. 

Many Continental veterinary surgeons make full 
use of such opportunities. The article under notice, 
which contains more numerous observations upon 


A Curious SyMPToM oF DIsTEMPER. 


A short time ago I was asked by a neighbour- 
ing practitioner just to look at a dog which had 
shown symptoms of distemper, and then had 
developed paralysis of the lower jaw. 

The dog, a Labrador retriever, belonged to a 
Colonel who I understand had experience of rabies 


this subject than any single observer has yet record- my visit was suffering 


ed, is an illustration of this. 


PROLAPSE OF THE OMENTUM AFTER 


The subject was a three-parts bred yearling 
which was castrated in May, 1808. The operation 
was performed by the actual cautery, and the only 
thing out of the ordinary was the fact that the 
veins of one Pam cord just above the testicle 
were varicose. e cord was therefore divided on 
the abdominal side of the varicosed part. After the 
operation the colt did well and was turned out. On 
the evening of the fourth day after the cperation he 
was found with a piece of omentum hanging out of 
the scrotal wound, whicb, to the best of my belief, 
was from the same side as the varicosity. The 
prolapsed omentum was dark coloured, swollen, 
cedematous, had its blood vessels enlarged to the 
diameter of a lead pencil and filled with clotted 
blood. The treatment adopted was to draw out the 
prolapsed part a little further until normal coloured 
omentum was visible, disinfect the inside of the 
scrotum, ligature the part as near the latter as 
possible, cut off all below the ligature, and return 
the remainder as high up into the inguinal canal as 
one could with the fingers. After a little persever- 


from a bad attack of distemper, and his history 
certainly precluded the possibility of his ever having 
been in contact with a mad dog. The lower jaw 
was dropped, and he was unable to close it, though 
it could be easily closed by the hand. The tongue 
also was partially paralysed, and he was unable 
to drink out of a shallow vessel. At times it hung 
out of tbe mouth and so got dirty. I may mention 
that the animal was also showing slight signs of 
chorea. This peculiar symptom accompanying 
distemper is unique in my experience. 
Henry Taytor, F.R.C.V.S. 
Hayward’s Heath. 


FOUR CASES FROM A COUNTRY PRACTICE 


Case I. Subject.—Dark brown nag mare about 
4 years old, 15 h.h. with foal at foot. She had been 
dull and off her feed for a day or two previous to 
being attended. 

When seen she was lying in a loose-box with foal 
beside her. She had been running in an orchard 
and had reeled about until she fell over some iron 
burdles, and was got into the loose box with 
difficulty. She lay on her left side and looked back 
at her stomach now and again, but never seemed in 
mach pain. Pulse slow and full, about 30 to the 
minute. Temperature 102° F. Respirations nor- 
mal. Feces had been passed during the day, and 


ance it seemed to slip upwards and enter the 
abdominal cavity. 


when examined were black, slightly slimy, and full 
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of undigested hay fibres. Urine had been a little 
high coloured, but passed without difficulty; there 
was no pain over the region of the kidneys. Rec- 
tum was full of feces which were soft and slimy. 
It was impossible to drench her, as whenever her 
head was touched she tried to rise, but only suc- 
ceeded in getting half up, then fell bead foremost 
against the wall. 

Treatment consisted of hypodermic and rectal 
injections, with cold swabs to the head. When she 
was seen again she had shifted her position, had 

urine but no feces. Pulse, temperature and 
respiration were still the same. She was sweating 
fusely round the head and neck. Cold swabs had 
had to be discontinued as too dangerous. She lay 
quiet now, but whenever her hind leg was lifted up 
she went through the motions of eating and drink- 
ing, even if there was nothing in her mouth. She 
had bitten savagely at the manger, walls, litter, etc. 
She died at 3 a.m., about 30 hours from appearance 
of brain symptoms. 

Post mortem was made at 1 p.m., and blood had 
no appearance of clotting. It was quite fluid, dark 
in colour, and in the chest was covéred with a bot- 
tle-wax coloured froth after lungs had been removed. 
The whole carcase had a peculiar burnt-sugar smell. 
Lungs were clear, heart had a peculiar magenta 
patch in the cavities, and was free from clots. Liver, 
spleen and kidneys were normal. 

At the base of the tongue there was a yellowish 
effusion. Stomach was full of food and at the pyloric 
end was blocked with a mass of ab half- 
chewed fibres. Here there were the same magenta 
patches. Bowels had a slight extravasation of blood 
inside, and magenta patches outside. 

Brain and spinal cord were bathed in a sero-san- 
guineous fluid, and brain vessels were slightly 
gorged on the left side. 

Three other cases were very similar, though two 
of them reeled about the box or stood with their 
heads in a corner pressed hard against the wall. 
Sometimes they stood with their heads over a half 
door until the veins of the head and neck were com- 
pletely gorged with blood. 

Treatment here also proved of no avail, but un- 
fortunately no post mortem could be made. 

Has any reader had experience of similar cases, 
and what was the result of his observations? No 
such cases have occurred in this district for the last 
30 years. 

n each of the above cases the animal had been 
working in the hayfield and had been allowed to 
eat half-made hay, and death in each case occurred 
about 24 hours after the appearance of brain symp- 
toms. “ ENQUIRER.” 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


MANGE IN CATTLE. 


Bugge has published a valuable contribution to 
the hitherto scanty records of this disease in cattle. 
His first three observations resemble those of 

revious writers in being made upon single animals. 
oof them were post-mortem observations, the 


subjects being a deer and a calf, in both of which 
Bugge found small noduleg upon the inner side of 
the skin. Incision of these revealed yellowish- 
white pus-like contents, which were found micro- 

ically to contain many demodices. Bugge 
avoids detailed description of the nodules and the 
alterations in the skin, having banded the material 
to another investigator for further examination. 

His third case was encountered during 
clinical examinations with reference to tuberculosis. 
The subject, a cow, showed a pustular affection of 
the skin, especially about the shoulders, and micro- 
scopic examination revealed the Demodex follicu- 
lorum in great abundance. 

During last winter Bugge was able to make much 
more extensive observations than the foregoing. 
In the course of examinations with reference to 
tuberculosis, he found two large herds of cattle, in 
both of which follicular mange was widely distri- 
buted. The first herd numbered 180 cattle; the 
second consisted of 300 cows—the young cattle 
and calves of the latter establishment being kept 
upon separate farms apart from the cows. Both 
herds were maintained under the best conditions, 
were kept very clean, had frequent changes of 
litter, and it is very im t to note that dail 
grooming of the cattle was practised upon bot 
establishments. 

Bugge found the first berd extensively affected 
with follicular mange, chiefly about the shoulders, 
on and between the forelimbs, and on the neck. 
Only isolated nodules were found on the head. He 
microscopically examined material from ten of the 
affected animals, and in each case he found the 

rasites in more or less abundance, often in 

undreds. 

The animals of the second and larger herd had 
all been clipped a few weeks previously, which 
os facilitated clinical examination of the skin. 

ugge examined each of the 300 cows, and found 
that one-fifth of them presented more or less ex- 
tensive lesions of follicular mange in the neighbour- 
hood of the forelimbs. In general the lesions were 
less severe than in the first herd, both as regards 
the quantity and size of the nodules. © >» 

The following is a summary of clini- 
cal appearances from these exten rvations. 
The characteristic lesions were ules, round at 
the base, and rising somewhat conically from the 
surrounding skin, from which they were clearly 
defined. Their colour differed little from that of 
the surrounding skin as a rule, but sometimes in- 
clined to yellowish. Their size varied; as a rule 
they ranged from one-twelfth to half-an-inch in 
diameter, and their height from the surface of the 
skin was rather less than half their diameter. They 
could be felt to fluctuate upon pressure. The 
number of nodules vatied y in different 
animals, ranging from a very few to considerably 
"Generally. th of nodule— especialy i 

enerally the apex of a - a 
large one— showed a small scab, under which an 
orifice of from one-hundreth to one-fiftieth of an 
inch in breadth penetrated downwards into the 
nodule. From this a yellowish pus-like mass, rich 
in demodices, could easily be squeezed. 


| | 
|UMI| 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


August 7, 1909 


Some nodules did not yield pustular material|of these two great Institu 
pon the benefit derived from the discussions 


can scarcely be over- 


‘cal 
and from the interchange of ideas and views is almost 


t. When they were inci 
were found to contain numerous demodices. 
No special irritation of the skin appeared as a 


however, they ‘nealeulable. 


As an active member, and at present President of the 
Yorkshire Veterinary Medical iety, it is, I assure 


result of the lesions. Many of the cattle often} you, almost impossible for such societies to send dele- 
licked the affected parts, and sometimes rubbed | gates to both Congresses every year; the same applies 


themselves. There were no wounds on the skin, 
and no. hairless bes in the neighbourhood of 
the lesions, and violent pruritis could scarcely 
have been present. 

Bugge further made the interesting observation 
that the e nodules sometimes contained fewer 
living acari than the small and medium sized ones. 
In these cases numerous dead acari and their 
débris were found with the living ones, with, in 
addition, a great number of pus-corpuscles. The 
contents of some nodules consisted mainly of pus 

scles, with some dead disintegrated acari, but 
no living ones at all. Bugge thinks from this that, 
after a certain time and when the nodules have 
attained a certain size, a reaction on the part of the 
organism seems to set in, followed by formation of 
pus, which leads to the removal of the acari and 
spontaneous recovery. He merely advances this as 
a surmise and withholds a final judgment, as he 
has not yet had the opportunity of a minute histo- 
logical examination of the structure of the nodules 
when pus is being formed. 
_ Finally, these obervations have great evident 
bearing upon the question of contagion. Previous 
observers have disputed the transmissibility of 
bovine follicular mange, their experience having 
been confined to single cases. In the observations 
under notice, direct proof of transmission from 
animal to animal was not easy, for the cows had 
frequently been moved to different stalls to suit 
dairy exigencies, one animal thus having had six or 
eight neighbours during the period of stall-feeding. 
This fact lessens the significance of the occurrence 
of lesions in several cattle in successive stalls. 
But from the number of animals affected, it is 
scarcely possible to doubt that transmission of the 
disease took place, firstly by means of grooming 
implements, and cadindy by the cattle rubbing 
each. Tierarztliche Wochenschrift. 

W.R.C. 


PUBLIC HEALTH CONGRESS, LEEDS. 
CONFERENCE OF VETERINARY SURGEONS. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: H. G. Bowes, F.R.C.V.S. 
nee on Veteri Science to the Agricultural 
partment, Leeds University: President of the 

Yorkshire Vet. Association. 

Gentlemen,—In addressing you, I must first express 
my pleasure at the privilege of presiding over this Con- 
ference of veterinary surgeons at such an important 

as the present one. 

As you are no doubt a it is at the invitation of 

join O two great Institu 
which are mai concerned in the advancement o 
Public Health w viz., the Royal Institute of Public 
Health and the Royal Sanitary Institute, is being held. 


also to members of the two Institutes ; many men are 

members of both, but very few can hope to attend both 

Congresses every year. Iam sure you will with 

me, therefore, when I say that the City and U niversity 

authorities deserve our titude for their action in 

arranging this joint Health Congress, in which both In- 

stitutes have joined, and [ venture to say that it would 
be a happy consummation to this Congress if a per- 

manent union of the two Co could be effected. 
One of the chief objects of such gatherings as this is 

to increase our knowledge of the methods of prevention 

of disease, particularly in respect to those diseases which 
affect the general welfare of the community at large, but 
we should not overlook the fact that an even ter 

object should be the education of the general public on 
matters concerning the public health. 

Addressing as I do a gathering of veterinary surgeons 
and inspectors, I say that this is where we particularly 
neglect our ome to the public and to ourselves. 
Collectively and individually we have not taken that 
rt ; we have not even taken that interest in Public 
ealth work which our knowledge and training demands 
that we should. As a profession we are apt to be too re- 
tiring, to gather ther in our own little circles, and 
allow ourselves to be elbowed out of the way by others, 
perhaps less modest, but more alive to the importance 
of supplying the public wants. Our duty to ourselves 
and our fellow-men demands that we should take our 
share in the t work of the prevention of disease, and 
that we should receive due recognition for the work we 
do. We often feel, not without cause, that we are 
somewhat neglected in the public services, but we over- 
look the fact that the public will molaney look to those 
who warn them of their danger to supply the remedy, 
and if we neglect our duty, as I am afraid we have in 
the past, and leave it to others to point out the dangers 
arising from such conditions as an impure milk and 
meat supply, then we can only ae that the public 
will look to others to supply the remedy for those 
dangerous conditions. 

It is therefore n that we should be in the fore- 
front of the battle which is being w: against those 
diseases which may be partially or wholly transmitted 
through the lower animals. e Government depart- 
ments which are concerned in the maintenance of health, 
in distributing the powers for controlling disease, also 
in the past ap to have overlooked us, but we 
should remember that it is only within recent years that 
the profession, as a whole, has taken any active part in 
demanding those measures which go to the protection of 
human life. 

We have been too much engaged in the details of 
general practice, treating diseases in the lower animals 
without any special regard to their influence on human 
life. We have not far to seek for an explanation of this, 
as our profession has existed toa t extent on com- 
mercial lines, horses are required for work, cattle, sheep, 
etc., for meat and milk uction, and it has mn a 

urely commercial matter that these should, if ill or 

me, receive treatment, so that they may not be a. 
source of loss to their owners. 

Sentiment has played a very small part in our work, 
but sentiment plays a very important where the 
protection of human life is concerned, and it is necessary 
that we should fulfil our obligations in the general 


The importance of such a Congress, bringin, th 
as it does so of matt 


members - 


scheme for the protection of life, not only of our own 
patients, but also of the human species. To do this it 


i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
: 
\ 
i} 5 \ 4 


August 7, 1909 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 169 


is necessary that we should do all we can to assist in the 
suppression of those diseases which have any influence 
on the health of man ; this you may say we are doing 
and have always done, so far as we were allowed to d 
and that we would do more if we were only consul 
by those who have the control of such matters. 

I admit that that isa difficulty which existed, and still 
exists, and it is one which I think can only be overcome 
by constant efforts to educate the public as to the im- 
portance of giving special work to specialists. 

It seems so perfectly obvious, for instance, that only 
veterinary surgeons should be e in cattle inspec- 
tion, as to scarcely need stating, still we know that in 
Ireland considerable action has had to be taken by the 
veterinary profession to prevent any but veterinary sur- 
geons being appointed as dairy cattle inspectors, and I 
am sorry to say that in some instances medical men 
were appointed for that work ; such cases are unfortu- 
nate, as they must undoubtedly give rise to friction 
between the two professions, which should not exist, 
and which is not conducive to the proper and efficient 
carrying out of public health measures. 

It is particularly pleasing to find that the President of 
the Local Government Board ises the necessit 
for proper veterinary inspection of dairy 
why the farce of the M.O.H. ee the cows, 
accompanied by a veterinary surgeon should be kept up. 
I don’t know. I also fail to see why the inspection o 
the cowsheds and byres, as well as the cattle, should not 
be done by the veterinary inspector ; the appointment 
of so many inspectors to cover the same ground leads to 
much overlapping of duties, and does not tend towards 
efficiency or economy. 

Without wishing in any way to deprecate the work of 
the medical advisors to the Local Government Board, it 
is a matter greatly to be regretted that the President 
has not seen his way, up to the present, to appoint a 
veterinary adviser to the Board. ere are many 


matters on which with all respect to the medical ex-|the d 


perts, advice from a veterinarian would be invaluable : 
matters of practical detail in dealing with bovine tuber- 
culosis, the difficulties of which are naturally so much 
better understood by the man who is conversant with 
the disease in its clinical aspects, and who is thoroughly 
conversant with the practical details of farming and 


irying. 
An opportunity will be afforded you of discussing the 
ilk and Tuberculosis Bill, and also the 
berculosis Order of 1909, therefore I do not propose 
to say anything further in regard to them, except that it 
seems unfortunate to me that tuberculosis could not be 
dealt with on more uniform lines; that it should be 
dealt with by two separate departments must inevit- 
ably lead to overlapping of duties and unnecessary 


nse. 

"Peveaelly, I am strongly of opinion that the time is 
ripe for some effort to be made to suppress, or at any 
rate reduce the ——— of bovine tuberculosis. I do 
not wish in the least to deprecate the strongest measures 
being taken to prevent tuberculous milk or meat being 
used for food, in fact I should strongly advocate an 
measures which might be taken to p< A that wil 
but I do think that the matter should not be allowed to 
rest there. 

If we admit—and I think that in this country at any 
rate it is unanimously agreed—that bovine tuberculosis 
is transmissible to man, and not only so, but that it is 
an appreciable cause of disease in human beings, then 
we are in duty bound to apply every available measure 
for preventing tuberculous milk and meat from bein 

for food; but further than. that, I do thin 
some effort should be made to stamp out the disease 
in cattle. 

If weassume for the moment the posssibility of com- 


meanw y and proper inspection to t 
infected milk and meat from being used for Ao? paca 

I am afraid, however, that such an assumption is too 
Utopian to be acce and that in our time at any rate 
bovine tuberculosis will not be completely stam out, 
but although complete success may seem unlikely, I see 
no reason why the prevalence of the disease should not 
be greatly reduced. 

It is not within the province of this address to enter 
into any detail as to how this might be accomplished, 
the more especially as the matter will be dealt with by 
Mr. Holburn much more efficiently than I could hope to 
do, but I cannot refrain from expressing the opinion 
that it is a question which should receive the earnest 
consideration of those who are interested, not barf in 
the maintenance of public health, but also of those 
interested in agriculture generally. For it cannot be 
denied that it is a very serious menace to agriculture 
that so great a percentage of the cattle of this and other 
countries should be affected with this disease. 

The means by which this end might be achieved 
would require the most careful consideration, as the 
interests at stake are so large and varied. Of course a 
— means of doing it, and doing it quickly, would 
be the testing of all cattle and slaughtering of all re- 
actors, but such a method would be wholly impractic- 
able and impossible ; even in small herds such a method 
would be too expensive, and in the case of the whole of 
the cattle of the country the cost would be prohibitive, 
besides the and dairy interests being 
entirely disorganised. ‘ 

Nor are such drastic measures necessary ; the disease 
has existed in cattle to a ter or less extent from 
time immemorial, and therefore it is not necessary that 
panic measures should be adopted ; a decade or two is 
not of much consequence, provided only that we do 
something which wi t in a gradual reduction of 

isease. 
Of first im ce is the ing out of the worst 
cases of tuberculosis, those cases which we look on as 
being active centres of infection, such as obvious wasters 
and cases in which the mammary glands are affected. 
This in itself, if carefully carried wy Berri in the course 
of time appreciably reduce the prevalence of the disease, 
and for that reason I am sure we all welcome the 
Tuberculosis Order, issued by the Board of hy eT 
which comes into operation on January Ist, 1910, 
which provides for the compulsory notification and 
slaughter of all cattle obviously affected with tubercu- 
losis, i.e, wasters and udder cases. This, in my 
opinion, is a most important step towards the eradica- 
tion of bovine tuberculosis ; it is only a smal] step per- 
haps, but it is a beginning, and we may it may fead 
to further measures in the future towards the same end. 
Other measures which might be taken, without 
seriously interfering with the agricultural and dair 
interests, would be the improvement of all co 
and byres throughout the whole of the country. At 
present only those which come under the jurisdiction of 
certain local authorities are adequately ins and 
we all know the vast improvement which has been 
effected in the housing of dairy cattle in large cities, 
such as Leeds, for instance ; we also know the unsuit- 
able and insanitary conditions under which cattle are 
still housed in some districts. f 
This improvement of the b must be admitted to 
be an essential part of any scheme for the reduction of 
this di for we all recognise the value of a sufficient 
air space, efficient ventilation and the presence of emar 
of —_ in combating the dire effects of the tuberc 
bacillus. It is quite certain that though tuberculosis 
may be only contracted as a result of actual infection or 
contagion, still it is as a rule only contracted after a 


pletely stamping out the disease, then that would seem 


more or less prolonged exposure to the disease, such as 
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would be the result of an animal sanding for weeks or 
months in a badly ventilated and badly lighted byre, in 
which was a visibly ted case; therefore, if we 
slaughter the visibly affected animals, and at same 
time improve the conditions under which the others 
one housed, we reduce very considerably the chance of 
infection. 

Further measures which might be taken would be the 
testing of all cattle, and the separating of the reactors 
fro’ the non-reactors, feeding the calves on Pasteurised 
milk, etc., etc. ; these are measures which would require 
very consideration, as they could only be carried 
out under the careful supervision of veterinary inspec- 
tors, and would involve some considerable expense and 
inconvenience, especially on small farms, where isolation 

ight be difficult. I doubt whether it would be good 

y to make such measures compulsory, at any rate 
at first, but some Government help and enco ment 
might be given to their adoption as a voluntary 


measure. 

Tn all this, gentlemen, it is that the veteri- 
is to be properly contro and it is equally right 
that his should r recognition. 

Before leaving the subject of tuberculosis I would 
also refer to the question of the use of tuberculin ; it 
cannot be denied that tuberculin has been and still is 
very ; cattle are injected with it for 

e purpose of conferring a tempo: immunity on 
them, so that when they are tested "officially they do 
not react. Something should be done to prevent this 
abuse, and the only way seems to be to limit the sale 
and use of tuberculin. At present anyone can obtain it 
and use it as jon like. 


Our time will be fully employed to-day in consider- 
ing the interesting papers which have been so kindly 
prepared for our discussion, at very considerable ex- 
penditure of time and mental energy by the several 
essayists. 

ameneet them is “The Eradication of Bovine Tuber- 
culosis,” by Mr. Holburn, who, as you all know, has 
had very considerable experience of that disease. I am 
afraid 1 owe to Mr. Holburn an apology for so far tres- 
passing on the subject of his paper in few remarks I 

ve made to you. 

“Some es interest to Veteri Surgeons in 
regard to ” by Mr. Levie, F.R.C.V.S., should also 
supply us with plenty of material for an interesting dis- 

n. 


cussio 

“ Anthrax and Glanders,” by Mr. Parker, F.R.C.V.S., 
two diseases which perhaps do not receive their proper 
share of attention at such conferences as this. 

Tuberculosis looms so largely in the public eye as 
supplying the chief danger to human life in the food 
supply, that one is apt to overlook such diseases as 
an and glanders. Nevertheless, they form a con- 
stant source of r to human life, the more especially 


An opportunity will also be given you on ee. Dixon, 
er. 

not unduly taxed your 

patience, and if I have tra in any way Pte 

unwritten laws which prescribe that a Presidential Ad- 

dress shall avoid all controversial matter, then I apolo- 

gise for the transgression, but would add in my defence 


that an address containing nothing controversial must 
of necessity be a very tame affair. 

I thank you all, gentlemen, for your attendance here, 
and for the patience with which you have received my 
few disjointed remarks. I hope we shall have an in- 
teresting discussion on the various papers pores for 
us, and that we may each benefit in some degree by the 
exc of views which will take place. 

Finally, gentlemen, I feel impelled to dissociate my- 
self, to some extent, from certain views which were ex- 

ressed yesterday by some members of the profession, 
Ht ing the discussion in the Preventive Medicine Sec- 
tion, in such a manner as might give rise to misunder- 
standing. 
I do not think anyone here will object to the proposi- 
tion that the Medical Officer of Health is the guardian 
of the Public Health, and, as such, must of necessity be 
the administrative head of such departments as have to 
deal with measures for the protection of the public. 
generously recognise the veterinary surgeon’s claim to 
treated as a member of an educated and _ scientifically 
trained yosfeesion, and to recognise that that there are 
only, is speci tted to undertake, viz., the inspection 
of and dead animals in respect to disease. 

As to the fitness or unfitness of meat, under certain 
conditions, for human digestion, that is a question 
entirely for the medical man, but the medical inspection 
of animals whether alive or dead, is work which can 
surely only be efficiently carried out by veterinary sur- 
geons. I would appeal, therefore, to members of my 
own profession to limit their claims to what they are 
justly entitled, and to urge them firmly, but with 
moderation ; and to the members of the medical profess- 
ion to use their great influence to assist a small but 
deserving profession to take its proper place in the 
general scheme for the eradication of disease. 


Dr. EDWARD SERGEANT, Medical Officer of Health for 
Lancashire, said that as an old medical officer of healt 
and as President of the Society of Medical Officers 
Health, it gave him the greatest b vse to be present 
at that Conference in order to show how highly the 
services of the veteri fession were appreciated by 
medical officers of health. If the members of that 
fession had not taken the position in the ranks of on 
connected with the Public Health service, that was in 
no sense due to any action of medical officers of healt 
but was rather, as their President had stated, because 
some carelessness or indifference on their own part. He 
had always received the very greatest assistance from 
the veterinary profession, and had always thought that 
they should be more closely associated with the work of 
the medical officer of health. He had more than once 
suggested that it would be to their mutual advantage if 
joint meetings of their Societies were more frequently 
eld. Members of the veterinary profession spoke on 
the questions with which they were concerned with the 
highest authority, but it was inevitable that in every 
department there must be a nominal hi who, in his 
poco should be the medical officer of health. (Ap- 
plause.) In conclusion, he exp an earnest desire 
that any apparent misunderstanding which might have 
occurred between such important branches of the Public 
Health service should be removed as speedily as possi- 
ble. He then pro that the heartiest thanks of the 
Conference should be given to their President for his 


paper. 
Mir, McKinna, Huddersfield, said that he had the 
a pleasure in seconding the vote of thanks to the 
ident, which Dr. ‘ie ¥i had proposed in so able 
and kindly a manner. e was sure that they all 
thoroughly appreciated Dr. Sergeant’s reference to the 
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f trolling its use, and that is to prevent its sale to any but 

tH veterinary surgeons ; such restriction, coupled pomarge 
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co-operation of medical officers of health and veterinary 
surgeons, who, after all, were both engaged in the eradi- 
cation of disease. None of them desired to come into 
conflict with medical officers of health, for whom they 
all had the highest regard. He himself had been asso- 
ciated with the principal medical officers of health in the 
West Riding and elsewhere, and never yet had the 
slightest misunderstanding arisen between them. His 
work had always been accepted as that of an expert, and 
no exception had ever been taken to it. In conclusion, 
he said that he felt sure they would all agree with him 
that their Sor peg awa had opened so auspiciously, 
would be fruitful of the greatest good. 

The resolution was carried with acclamation. 

In responding, the President stated that Dr. Sergeant 
had always been a ie friend to their profession, 
and if any misunderstanding ever arose it could not 
possibly be due to any action of Dr. Sergeant. 


The Conference then proceeded to hear the paper by 
Messrs. Holburn, Dixon and Levie. The 
which followed was animated and sustained throughout, 
and after an adjournment for lunch, the proceedings were 
prolonged till nearly five o’clock, over one hundred 
members being present. ; 

Sir CHARLES CAMERON, Medical Officer of Health for 
Dublin, said that he felt complimented in being specially 
invited to address the Section. He always felt at home 
in a company of veterinarians. He considered that the 
professional status was not inferior to that of the medi- 
calman. The latter had to treat but one animal, of a 
single genus—Homo, but the veterinarian was ex 
to be acquainted with the maladies of the species of 
many genera that —— extensive study and much 
intellectual power. He complimented Mr. Levie on his 
scientific knowl of his subject. He could not but 
narian wi y the veterinary surgeon o' 
milk, he believed that 
sometimes a pe y genuine one did not in es to 
non-fatty solids or fats satisfy the standards. en he 
met with a sample containing 4 or 5 per cent. of fats, but 
less than the 8°5 per cent. not fatty solids, he never gave 
a certificate. Milk was produced under such a variety 
of conditions that some variation from the standard of 
13 per cent. fats and 8°5 per cent. non-fatty solids must 
occur. He believed that a t excess of fats over non- 
ay solids, or vice versa, should negative the charge of 
adulteration. In conclusion, he said that he found the 
colour of milk was not due to its being an emulsion, for 
he had taken all the fats out of milk and it remained a per- 
fecctly white and ogaque liquid. 

Mr. J. Brirr~eBank, M.R.C.V.S., Manchester, con- 
tulated Mr. Holburn on his re-entry into the field of 
ventive Medicine. He could have wished that Mr. 

Holburn had directed his paper more in the direction of 
the scientific requirements necessary to eradicate tuber- 
culosis than to the | enactments proposed. No 
possible doubt could exist that the first attack must be 
made on the conditions of housing of dairy cattle, and 
the Government must insist on the thorough and com- 
plete re-modelling of the cattle houses. 

Unfortunately, no enactment provided for dealing with 
the methods of the rearing of young stock, whose early 
months of life were of extreme importance, and had 
great influence on their future life. 

As veterinary surgeon responsible for the milk supply 
of the City of Manchester, he regarded the tuberculosis 
clauses of the Milk Bill as retrogressive rather than pro- 
gressive. People imagined this to be entirely an agri- 
cultural question, but the consumers of the article were 
an extremely important section, whose voice must be 


t 
40 or 50 years -., As 
ec 


heard. No doubt a great deal had been effected by the | alarmi 
Milk Clauses,,what more would be done under the Milk 


Bill? Personally, he believed that the removal of only 


those animals emaciated from tuberculosis would do 
that many ani i ing quantities of infec- 
tious material were not necessarily emaciated. 

Professor H. A. Wooprurr, of the = Veterinary 
College, London, pointed out that a milk standard re- 
quiring three per cent. fat and 8.25 per cent. of solids 
non-fat, must not be administered too mechanically, as 
it was not unusual to get variation from 2.5 to 4 per 
cent. in same cow in health. He regarded leucocytes 
in milk as an early sign of disease as very valuable, and 
anything that helped in diagnosing early tuberculosis of 
the udder was extremely useful. At the same time, to 
report against a cow and to prohibit a milk because one 
finds more than one leucocyte in the field of the micro- 
scope under a 1-12th oil immersion lens, was not prac- 
ticable. He thought that the one pnt to emphasise 
in considering the Milk and Dairies Bill is that made by 
Messrs. Holburn and Dixon, that compulsory notifica- 
tion without periodic veterinary inspection of cows and 
cowsheds is quite inadequate, and that this provision 
should be added to the Bull. 

Councillor Lamsre, Lanarkshire, em i the 

int that the medical officers of health should be the 

ead of the public health department in all matters 
affecting the public health. e veterinary § 
however, need not be afraid of his position, but there 
op e pro of the Tuberculosis er to pay 
compensation for diseased ani The person who 
kept a diseased animal was in no different position from 
any other party who — unsound food for the 
public use, who was entitled to be punished for such an 
offence, and it was a most dangerous principle to put 
forward to pay compensation. 

Councillor Morcan Hopkin, 8 expressed the 
opinion that inspection of cows and cowsheds should be 
compulsory, that powers should be conferred on Borough 
and County Councils to inspect the cowsheds and cows 
from all places where the supply of milk comes from. 
He that the Local Government Board should give 
— to County and Borough Councils to establish 

iry farms in order to improve the standard of quality 
of milk, and to demonstrate by the tuberculin test that 
it is ible to eradicate tuberculosis. Mr. Hopkins 
said that where it is discovered, by inspectors, that any 
cow is suffering from tuberculosis, that in the event of 
seizure compensation should be paid out of the Imperial 
funds. He also- npareet that co-ordination should 
take place between the Irish Board of Agriculture and 
England in order that a thorough inspection of the cow- 
sheds in those counties from which we draw our supplies 
of milch cows should take place. 

Councillor Lawson, Leeds, de the establish- 
ment of farms by County Councils or Municipal Cor- 
porations, and urged the necessity for obtaining the 
goodwill and co-operation of agriculturists. He 
strongly appealed to sane society to assist in the 
eradication of tuberculosis in anima. 

Mr. ANDREW Watson, M.R.C.V.S., Dublin, pointed 
out that all the papers read had direct relation to the 
eradication of bovine tuberculosis, which was often all 
largely a question of finance. Compensation for 
slaughter of animals which are well nourished and pre- 
sented no symptoms to suggest their being affected with 
this disease during life was essential. Commissions had 
sat three or four times to consider the matter, Con- 
gresses have met and discussed it and papers have been 
read for many years, but the subject got no further for- 
ward, nor would it till the State pays for the injury to 
the individual for the public good. The Government 
feared the money it would cost, and in the face of the 
ing figures given by Mr. Lloyd the other day in the 


Preventive Medicine Section, namely, 80 per cent., it is 
not surprising. In Ireland there was no such serious 
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infection ; he thought an estimate of 30 per cent. of 
generalised tuberculosis, and 2 per cent. of udder affec- 
tion would amply cover the estimate of the disease. 

Mr. J. 8. Lioyp, F.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. (Vict.), Chief 
Veterinary Inspector, Sheffield, stated that t methods 
of eradication were advocated on the Continent, immun- 
isation, Bang’s method and Ostertag’s method. Immun- 
isation had been tried by Mon, Behring and others, but 
without success, though personally he believed success 
possible, if not probable, in the future. 

The methods of Bang and Ostertag had advan 
and disadvantages. 's method was inexpensive, his 
good result having been obtained at comparatively little 
cost. Its chief disadvantage was the trouble caused by 
re-infection, znerng bo great disappointment often after 

ears of trouble. tertag aims at removing the “open” 
infective cattle, and so reducing the centres of infection ; 
unfortunately, however, cattle often give off infection 
for weeks or months before showing clinical symptoms. 

The Tuberculosis Order practically proposed to take 
up Ostertag’s method, and by removing centres of infec- 
tion amongst bovines and sources of tuberculous milk 
from the market much good would result. But nothing 
is proposed in the direction of reducing tuberculosis 
among young cattle. Bang’s method should be put 
voluntarily at the disposal of breeders, with free tuber- 
culin, veterinary services, and soon. To prevent re-in- 
fection “reactors” should be segregated it special 
“Government” farms, where the calves could be born 
and the milk boiled before use. 

Mr. W. G. Barnes, London County Council, said that 
with regard to the eradication of tubercular disease from 
dairy herds this can only be done by the testing of ail 
cows intended for hg purposes, as it is impossible to 
arrive definitely at the period when the tubercular 
animal becomes dangerous, and without the adfninistra- 
tions of such measures as the Board of Agriculture have 
issued for 1910. 

Mr. ArnswortH Wutson, F.R-C.V.S., suggested 
that the sale of tuberculin should be controlled to pre- 
vent abuse. Government help and enco ment was 
needed in regard to free testing by tuberculin, and the 
services of a veteri surgeon. He showed that the 

ure in force in Denmark for some twelve years, 
been highly successful. At the cost of a few 
thousand pounds, the public health had been safe- 
guarded, and the number of tuberculous cattle very con- 
siderably reduced. The measures there were ferris 
and quite suitable for adoption in this country. He 
thought that Birmingham’s example was excellent in this 
connection, pending a general scheme. He thought that 
the Milk Bill and Tuberculosis Order constitute an 
excellent beginning, but only a beginning. Their fault 
is that the permissive clause again appears, and the 
compulsory appointment of Veterinary Inspectors o: 
iry Cows was most necessary, as everything depends 

on systematic inspection. 

Mr. Hosury, replying, said that he welcomed the 
discussion. 
were practically of one opinion, nevertheless there are 
two or three very important points raised. His claim 
for a compulsory system of inspection and the clearing 
out of clinically tuberculous oom, ane improved sanita- 
tion had been upheld by all. He added: “We may 
liken our subject to a race meeting, ¢.c., the race we are 
running is the eradication of tuberculosis. The Tuber- 
culosis Order is the jockey, and the wing is the inspec- 
tor, hence without the whip the race will not be won.” 
Mr. Barnes had s ted that without the tuberculin 

wo! e. He di with him. There 
was a difference between cows kept in town cowsheds 
and those kept in the country. It was generally admit- 
ted that a cow may have a slight infection and even 
recover, besi tu is is usually of slow growth, 


f | less many more cases would be found in future 


The one remarkable feature was that all} bacilli 


and ey months or years to develop into a fatal 
case. ere may be exceptions, but these are not the 
rule, especially in the country, and it is in the country 
districts where the majority of cows are, moreover, if the 
tuberculin test is to be generally ado; and acted 
upon, a meat and milk famine would be created. 
ee of inspection must be carried out not onl 
in Great Britain, but in Ireland, and if Local Authori- 
ties take up this Order energetically, considerable good 
must accrue, and in a few years the way will be paved 
for proper more stringent lations. 

Mr. Drxon, in reply, said that he did not claim any 
reliability for the local reaction of the udder in tuber- 
culin testing ; he only put forward the request for veteri- 

surgeons to look out for this phenomenon, and then 
arrive at some regarding it. 

Mr. LEvre also briefly replied, emphasising with effect 
the points brought out in his paper. 

Mr. Parker then read his paper, and was followed by 
Mr. Lloyd, who opened the discussion on Anthrax and 
Glanders, and confined his remarks solely to the public 
health aspect. He drew attention to M‘Fadyean’s stain 
as a valuable aid to diagnosis, and had no doubt 
“foreign invasion” had much to do with the increase of 
the disease ; China manes, Persian wool, infected food- 
stuffs, etc., being the means of conveyance. Emergency 
slaughter of animals should be condemned, because of 
the danger of inoculating the slaughtermen. Complete 
disinfection in all cases should be carried out. Much 
valuable work in connection with the disease in human 
beings was being done by the Bradford Commission. 
With regard to glanders Mr. Lloyd stated that the 
disease was found in cats, and thought the matter 
should be carefully considered, owing to the possibility 
of the disease being conveyed from these domesticated 
animals to human beings. 

Prof. WooprurFr, London, said that anthrax of horses 
was of more frequent occurrence than supposed. In 
London, for instance, no surprise was aroused when a 
horse died suddenly with a high temperature and signs 
of colic, if the post-mortem revealed anthrax. 

Anthrax of the pig was much more common than sug- 
gested by Mr. Lloyd, but had the peculiarity that in 
more than 90 per cent. of the cases no bacilli were found 
in at the of death. bably 

ith regard to glanders in man, this is also pro 
more frequent than supp because (1) the disease was 
extremely difficult to diagnose in man, and was often 
mistaken for other conditions, especially typhoid fever, 
and (2) practically all the recorded cases came from large 
general hospitals, and the general medical practitioner 
never diagnosed the condition. Medical men should be 
reminded of the possibility of human infection with this 
disease from horses, and if they looked out for it, doubt- 
than in 


the past. 
Mr. G. F.R.C.V.S., West Riding 
nspector, Keighley, spoke as to staining for anthrax 

He mit the usefulness of M‘Fadyean’s 
reaction, but said that it was not absolutely infallible. 

Mr. ALFRED M.R.C.V.S., agreed 
with Mr. Carter’s remarks as to the M‘Fadyean’s re- 
action, and s ted that variations in the quality of 
the methylene blue employed accounted for the slight 
GLovEn, FRCVS, Veter 

r. GLOVER, F.R.C. eterinary 
Ham, London, referred to hi i 
1907. The percentage of un- 
cases was as many even as 30 per cent. | 

These, no doubt, kept the disease alive indefinitely. “te , 
noted the surprising absence of rejected horses in the 
decrepit live horse trade to the Continent. He had 
observed the methods in vogue at Rotterdam, but con# 
sidered the examinations perfunctory, and not up-to- 
date. He desired to draw attention to the objectionable 


Inspector, West 
is experience of the working 
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use of mallein by owners, who wished to discover the 
disease in infected stables, and, on reaction, to sell an 
animal to avoid reporting it. The consequent danger to 
the new owners stud was obvious. s 

Mr. Lioyp then proposed the first of the resolutions 
standing in his name. 

Mr. GLovER suggested it was not desirable to force 
the hands of the Congress, but after a brief discussio 
the resolution was adopted unanimously. The secon 
resolution proved less acceptable, and was only carried 
by a majority of one vote. ; 

The Conference, which was generally admitted to have 
been both stimulating and instructive, closed with cor- 
dial votes of thanks to the President and readers of 
papers.—Zhe Medical Officer. 


Claim against a Veterinary Surgeon. 
A Lapy’s Pet Doe. 


At the Cambridge County on Tuesday, July Mrs. 
Emma Hancock, 13 Trinity Street, claimed from Mr. 8. 
Bennett, veterinary surgeon, of Jesus Lane, the return 
ofa terrier dog, or £10, its value. 

Mr. S. J. Miller was for the plaintiff, and Mr. H. St. J. 
aot, instructed by Mr. G. A. Wootten, for the de- 

endant. 

Mr. Miller outlined the facts which are contained in 
the evidence of the plaintiff, and submitted that the 
defendant had no right to destroy the dog without 
authority or communication from the plaintiff. 

His Honour said this was a case in which bailment 
had been determined by the act of the bailee. 

The plaintiff said she had been the owner of a Griffon 
terrier. In June of this © ag the animal became ill, 
and on the 5th she saw Mr. Bennett, whose man took 
it away for treatment. The day following its ages 
on Sunday, she went to Mr. Bennett’s house. He sai 


he thought the dog had been ni = and would do all 
lea 


he could for the dog if she wo ve it there. She 
to leave the animal. On Wednesday eveni 
r. Bennett informed her he had poisoned the dog, an 
had sent the body to the destructor. She demurred, 
asked why the body had not been kept, and the defend- 
ant said he would send his man to the destructor to see 
if the body was there. Her daughter went to the de- 
structor, and in consequence of what she said she went 
again to Mr. Bennett’s yard, where she saw the man. 
e said he did not know what had happened to the 
dog. A conversation subsequently took place between 
witness and Mr. Bennett. She said “I don’t believe 
my dog is dead, and I shall see further into it.” He 
waved his hand, and replied, “If you want to proceed, 


Mr. Raikes: Is the suggestion against Mr. Bennett 
that he has done something with your dog, and has not 
killed it I have a suspicion he toe not. 

What do you think he has done with it!—That is 
“ong I should like to know. That is what I am 


for. 

Do you think he has sold it?—I don’t know what 
to think. I don’t think it is dead. He had no right to 
kill my dog. 

Do you go so far as this, that if it is not dead Mr. 
Bennett is keeping it from you !—Yes. 

For some purposes of his own }—Yes.—She had not 
ascertained that Mr. Bennett had’ been in practice, 
though she knew he was a veterinary surgeon to im- 

rtant shows and was well en of in the profession. 

e day she was walking in Trinity Street, and heard 
the dog howl, but did not think it had been run over. It 
afterwards its legs behind it. Mr. Bennett did 
not tell her the dog was suffering excruciating pain, and 


over it.” She would be surprised to hear that the dog’s 
back was broken. 

In re-examinati witness said this was the first 
time she had heard the dog’s back was broken. 

Mis Ivy Han daughter of the plaintiff, spoke as 
to several visits to the defendant’s premises while the 
dog was there. On the Tuesday she said her mother 
would be down to see the dog on the Wednesday. On 
Wednesday afternoon she and was told 
Mr. Bennett that the dog had been very bad, that it 
been poisoned that morning, and that it had been sent 
away to the destructor. Thursday afternoon she 
called to see if the body had been obtained from the 
destructor, and was informed by Mrs. Bennett that her 
husband had sent up in the morning, and that it was 
already destroyed. uently she had a conversa- 
tion with the manager of the destructor. 

In reply to a question by His Honour, Mr. Raikes 
said it might be taken that the dog did not go to the 


La f the Green, Chesterton, 
r. C. C. Lawre 0! a 
breeder, exhibitor, and judge of shows, of over 40 years’ 
standing, said £10 was a fair value for the dog. . 
The defendant, giving evidence on his own behalf, 
said he had had a greater experience of dogs than any 
veterinary surgeon in the Eastern Counties, and kept a 
dog in , and had a very large number of 
through his hands. On June 5th his man Bell brunet 
him a dog of questionable breed and a mixed coat. 
Upon examination he found the animal was suffering 
from total paralysis. Its vertebra was broken, and the 
dog was in excruciating pain. He administered a seda- 
tive to allay the pain. Mrs. Hancock, upon paying a 
visit on Sunday, pleaded with tears streaming down her 
cheeks that he would do his best for it, as it was a very 
great favourite. He told her ‘that it was a hopeless 
case, but consented to keep it for a day or two to see if 
anything could be done. On Wedn morning the 
dog was in extremis, and he though it his duty out of 
humanity’s sake to destroy it. the ic acid had 
not been administered dog would have died in 
agony in ten minutes. He made a most po see 
mortem examination, and found injuries which le it 
certain in his opinion that the dog was Tun over. As 
to the question of the disposal of the body, he had had 
to destroy four dogs at that time, and they had to get 
rid of the bodies as best they could. 
His Honour said he thought the < " duty of the 
veteri ay was to apprise the baildr before he 
destroyed the and to that extent Mr. Bennett had 
acted wrongly. He determined the bailment without 
the consent of the bailor. 
Mr. Raikes argued that there was in such circum- 
stances a discretion in the hands of the doctor. 
Mr. Bennett, replying to further questions by Mr. 
Raikes, supplemented his evidence by saying that Mrs. 
Hancock gave instructions to his man that he ree 
ant) was to do what he thought proper with the and 
not allow it to suffer needless pain. 
His Honour: In my opinion that does not warrant 
the destruction. 
Mr. Raikes: I do not propose to argue but I 
respectfully submit that in this case you are dealing 
with a live animal and dealing also with a man who is 
especially qualified. 
is Honour: That to quantum and not to 
liability.— Proceeding, fis Honour said he was justified 
to think the defendant had acted his best 
judgment, but that had nothing to do with the legal 
position. A certain amount of discretion, up toa certain 
point, was given to this gentleman, but he did not think 
authority was given him to kill. There the defendant 


that he must destroy it. She did not say “I quite agree 
there isno chance of it, because a railway trolley ran 


failed in his duty in his Honour’s opinion. The ques- 
tion was whether he was liable for the full value of the 
dog. His Honour did not think he was. 
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Mr. Raikes : If that is your view I think it is useless 
for me to say anything more. 

His Honour gave judgment for the plaintiff for £1 
with costs. 

Mr. Raikes: In view of the penalty inflicted on this 
gentleman, it will make it very difficult for veterinary 
surgeons to accept dogs brought into their surgeries in a 
moribund condition. 

His Honour: These courts are not to be made an 
arena of discussions of this kind. Veterinary surgeons 
must take all possible precautions before anything of 


the kind is done.—Cambridge Daily News. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


Diseases oF ANIMALS ACT. 
In the House of Lords, Wednesday, July 28. 


Lord CiinTon asked the President of the Board of 
Agriculture how much of the sum of £140,000 provided 
under Section 18 of the Diseases of Animals Act, 1894, 
had been expended during each of the last three years 
in compensation for the slaughter of animals suffering 
from diseases other than swine fever, and s ted that 

of the money might be applied in carrying out the 
berculosis er. 

Earl CARRINGTON, in reply, said he was afraid that 
no part of the money referred to in the question could 
be used for the purposes of the Tuberculosis order. He 
should do all he could, however, to interest the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer in the matter. He thought he 
might say they had never had a more sympathetic 
Chancellor of the Exchequer as rds agriculture than 
one. Brought upin North Wales among the 
s farmers, he knew the difficulties and troubles o 


agriculturists, and they were very fortunate to have him 
as Chancellor of the Secheniee. (Laughter.) He added 
that in 1906-7 £100 was Saag in compensation in respec 

of cattle slaughtered for pleuro-pneumonia, and in 
1907-8 a similar amount, while 1908-9 they drew £4000 
on account of an outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease 


in Edinburgh, when a large quantity of cattle were 


slaughtered at once. 
Thursday, July 29. 
Tae anp Darrtes (ScorLanp) BILL. 


On the motion of Lord Pentland, the report of amend- 
pe to the milk and Dairies (Scotland) Bill was re- 
ceived. 

Among other amendments introduced into the Bill 
was a new clause providing for co-operation between 
different local authorities in dealing with tuberculosis in 


cows. 

The Earl of CampEerpDowy, having asked how the ex- 
penses of the Act were to be borne and whether any 
contribution would be made by the Treasury, 

Earl CarrincTon said this matter was now under 
close consideration, and promised to do his best to make 
a statement on the subject before third reading. 


TraFric IN DecrepiT Horses. 


The Eart of Mayo rose to call attention to the ex- 
portation of — horses to the Continent, and to 
move for papers. He said the subject was not a new 
one. Bills to stop the traffic had been introduced in the 
House of Commons. In 1898 an order affecting the 
traffic was issued by the Local Government Board, but 
it only provided for the proper treatment of the horses 
on board ship. Most of the horses were exported to 
Holland and Belgium, and were chiefly used for human 


food. The number sent in 1907 to Belgium was 1,777 
and to Holland 15,719. The Dutch traffic compared 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 To 1903, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- Glanders 
and-Mouth 
Disease. 


(including Parasitic 


Swine Fever. 
Farcy) Mange 


Out- 


yreaks 


Ani- | Out- | Ani- Out- 
mals. s| mals. Outbreaks. breaks. 


Gr. BRITAIN. Week ended July 31 


( 1908 ... 


Corresponding week in 1907 ... 
| 1906 


Total for 31 weeks, 1909 


1906 


Board of Agriculture and Fisheries 


IRELAND. Week ended July 24 


Corresponding Week in 


Total for 30 weeks, 1909 


61 


1908 ... 
Corresponding period in 1907... 
1906 


3 7 57 
4 1l 62 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, J uly 28, 1909. 
Nore.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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favourably with that to Belgium. Horses mostly of the 
value of £5 and under went to Holland and were 
slaughtered at the port of en The larger nad 
of the horses that were sent to ium were of the value 
of £10 and under, and many of them were worked be- 
fore they were slaughtered. He made no appeal to senti- 
ment, but would let the House draw its own conclusions 
from the facts which could be corroborated by respon- 
sible persons in a Court of Law. The ports from which 
these old and decrepit horses, many of which suffered 
from horrible complaints, were sent abroad were Hull, 
Goole, Newcastle, Leith, and the London docks. The 
traffic had nearly ceased in the London docks owing to 
the action of the metropolitan magistrates. He ought 
to mention that the Wilson line, one of the largest ship- 
owners in the world, carried the largest number of these 
horses. Four boats from Hull, Goole, Newcastle, and 
Leith disembarked horses every Monday. Some were in 
such a bad condition that they had to be taken in wagons 
to the market ; some were slaughtered on the quay ; and 
some died on the voyage, mainly during the winter 
months. Between January 4 and July 19 of this year 
3,305 horses had been disembarked from Hull, 2,086 
from Goole, 1,237 from Newcastle, and 48 from Leith. 
That was not an unimportant trade which brought large 
fits to the people who dealt init. It was asserted 
yond denial that some of these old horses were put to 
do even more work after they were landed abroad. Seay 
sellers of old horses were deceived by the dealers, who 
professed that they were going to the knacker. He felt 
a certain amount of shame at having to mention it in 
public that Great Britain should permit such a horrible 
trade to go on, but thought it his duty to bring it before 
that House. (Hear, hear.) 

Lord ABERDARE said that great credit was due to the 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, who, 
in spite of the difficulties under which their inspectors 
worked, had since 1902 obtained 635 convictions in this 
trade alone. These figures showed what an enormous 
traffic it was. 

Eart CARRINGTON said that since he had been at the 
Board of Agriculture he had been rather uneasy about 
this trade, owing to the unsatisfactory reports about it 
which had reached the office. The motion of the noble 
lord and the action which had been taken by the Press, 
by public-spirited men and women, and also by the 
Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, 

enormously strengthened the hands of the Board in 
dealing with it. He might say that that morning, with 
the sanction of the Treasury and the approbation of the 


Prime Minister, he had been empowered to obtain the | had 


services of a special veterinary inspector, who would be 
appointed at once, and the whole of whose time would 
be devoted to the enforcement of the provisions of the 
order, and the supervision of the work of the local 
authority. This inspector would begin his work, he 
hoped, during the present week. They had got their eye 
upon a man specially qualified, and he thought he woud 
make a very valuable official. The requirements of the 
order were emphatic enough, but everything, of course, 
depended upon the manner in which the requirements 
were interpreted and carried out in practice. There had 
been cases, he must admit, in which much too sanguine 
aview had been taken of the capacity of a horse to 
travel during the intended and on landing with- 
out cruelty, and he was determined that these cases 
should not recur. (Cheers.) The special inspector would 
therefore be instructed to ‘secure the adoption of a much 
higher standard of capacity to travel than had hitherto 
been the case and to bring about a uniform inspection at 
all the Ps. (Cheers.) He could count on the co-oper- 
ation of the shipowners, and he was pleased to say that 

mM no source he received any complaints as to the 
way these old horses were carried when once they were 
on chip. He thought he might say the shipowners 


had so far satisfactorily carried out the tions as 
regards accommodation on board ship. ey should 
also press upon the local authorities the necessity of 
employing an increased number of veterinary inspectors 
for the purpose of enabling them to enforce the order ; 
and the Board’s own inspectors would be instructed to 
take more frequent voyages in order to see for themselves 
the condition of horses on arrival. He hoped the House 
would see that the Department was in absolute earnest 
in this matter, and he was hopeful, indeed confident, 
that the measures taken would secure the required result. 
If not, he should be prepared to ask Parliament for 
further powers. (Cheers.) In conclusion he might say, 
not only on be of his own on, but the whole 
Government, that they were determined nothing should 
be done to impair the reputation which this country 
happily enjoyed throughout the civilized world for its 


umanity and sense of what was right in all matters in 
which animals were concerned. He should be 
pers if they were moved for. 
ouse of Commons, rk, Opp. July 


glad to 
give any 

In the 29. 

Mr. Starkey (Notts, Newark, Opp. asked the Secre- 
er for the Home Department whether his attention 

been called to the cruelty involved in the trade in 
old and worn-out horses from this country to the Con- 
tinent ; and whether the police would prevent the em- 
bareation of horses which were suffering pain and not in 
a fit state to stand the voyage. 

Mr. GLADSTONE : be ir. The Board of Agriculture 
have by order prohibited the exportation of horses which 
for any reason cannot be shipped abroad without cruelty, 
and have made provision for the proper treatment on 
board of those that are fit for exportation. This Order 
is enforced by the officers of the Board of Agriculture 
and of the London County Council. The police, so far 
as their jurisdiction extends, and the officers of the 
mane A for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals co-operate 
with these authoritles, and are often successful in deal- 
ing with cases of cruelty before the horses reach 
wharves. I am making inquiry as to whether any 
further steps can be taken to prevent contravention of 
the Order. 

Mr. MacNettu (Donegal, 8., Nat.) asked the right 
hon. gentleman to direct his attention to the horrors 
enacted évery day at Hull and Leith in connection with 
the trade to Antwerp in these poor animals. 

Mr. GuapsToNE said he should be Lys to receive any 
information which his hon. friend could give. 

Sir F. rage aw of London, Opp.) asked whether 
the right hon. gentleman was aware that representations 
been made to the Board of Agriculture on more 
than one occasion, requesting them to assist in obtain- 
ing powers for the captains of vessels to slaughter horses 
which were fatally injured on board their ships, and 
the Board of Agriculture always refused either to take 
that step, or to grant facilities for that purpose. 

Mr. GLapstonE: Of course that question should be 
addressed to the Board of Agricultnre. I am concerned 
with the police action, and we do our best to a, 
cruelty, which does, I am —e go on occasionally. 
am making further inquiry, an shall be glad to do 
anything I can in this connection. 

Tuesday, A t 3. 

Captain Faber (Hants, Andover, Opp.) asked the hon. 
member for South Somerset, as representing the - 
dent of the Board of Agriculture, if he would state 
whether the Board of Agriculture was going to take any 
further steps to suppress the traffic in old horses, either 
by the cere of a special inspector or otherwise. 

Mr. J. H. Warriey (Halifax, Min.), who replied, said, 
—Yes, the Board have appointed a veterinary inspector 
who will give his whole time to the supervision of this 
traffic, and who will take such steps as may be necessary 
to secure the enforcement of our order by the local 
authorities concerned. 
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Mr. Lee (Hants, Fareham, Opp.) asked whether it was 
press to only or would there 
sub-ins' rs 
Mr. WHITLEY said it was thought that one inspector 
would be sufficient. 


Personal. 

A iage has been arranged and will take place in 
Poona, In on Sept. 14th, between Capt, W. Cecil 
Lowe, A.V.C., and Marie Louise, eldest daughter of the 
late Rev. J. L. Clougher, some time Vicar of Blaenayon, 
Monmouth, and of Constance Maud Clougher, Nelson, 


ew 
Mr. AvEsToneE, M.R.C.V.S., Bath, was one of the judges 
ia orse Show. 


at the Marshfield (Chippenham) 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract from London Gazette, 
- War Orrice, WHITEHALL, Aug. 3. 


UNATTACHED List. TERRITORIAL FoRCE. 


Arthur Norman Foster, F.R.C.V.S., to be Vet.-Lieut. 
Dated March 9, 1909. 


OBITUARY. 
Freperick Low, M.R.C.V.S., Norwich. 
Graduated, Lond., April, 1866. 
The whole of the county of Norfolk, and icularl 


those who are interested in agriculture and s will 
t to learn of the death of Mr. eaeer Low 


M.R.C.V.S., which took place on Sunday morning in |* 


London. The news will come with staggering effect to 
the large circle of his friends, for Mr. Low was an active, 
well preserved man of 64, and it might reasonably have 
been expected that he had several years of vigour and 
usefulness still before him. On Wednesday, the 21st 
ult., he went to London, where he was taken suddenly 
ill while staying at the Great Eastern Hotel. On Mon- 
day, the 26th, @ was removed to a nursing home, and 
there he underwent an operation, which was considered 
by his doctors to have served its p . Contrary to 
expectations, his strength steadily failed. When the 
end came Mrs. Low, who had been telegraphed for, was 
present at the bedside. A Londoner by birth, Mr. Low 
came to Norwich some forty or more years ago and 
engaged in practice with Mr. Sayer, a well known veteri- 
nary surgeon carrying on business in St. Giles’s Street. 
Upon the death of Mr. Sayer, he succeeded to the prac- 
tice, and there for the rest of his working life he con- 
tinued. He was a fine horseman, and a clever and 
conscientious practitioner ; and he had personal quali- 
ties which brought him friends all over the county, and 
caused him to engage ina host of honorary responsi- 
bilities. For many years he was honorary surgeon to 
the Norfolk Agricultural Association and to the Christ- 
mas Show Association ; and there were many minor 
offices of that character at which he would always gladly 
officiate. Mr. Low was one of those strong, cheery, and 
ever willing men who seem to attract to themselves 
public service. In spite of the demands of a huge prac- 
tice, he found time to interest himself in all the forme 
of equestrian sport, and for many years there was in the 
hunting field no more familiar figure than his. In April, 
1903, the members of the Norwich Staghounds Hunt 
showed their appreciation of the vast amount of work 
Mr. Low had carried out in their interests by presenti 
him and Mrs. Low with a handsome silver tea an 
coffee service and silver tray in the Georgian pattern. 
Mr. Low, in accepting the gift, indulged in some remin- 
iscences of the hunt, and. mentioned that it was some 


thirty years since he first took to hunting. Mr, 


A correspondent writes :—The event fore-shadowed 
in your last evening’s edition has, alas, happened, and 
Fred Low is gone. So passes from our midst one of the 
most charming of personalities that Norwich and Nor 
folk has Dae a for many a long year. An exceed- 
ingly industrious and painstaking worker and public 
and intelligent sportsman, an excellent judge of ho 
in his prime always in the “ first fli ht” ae hound 
especially in the days of his celebrated horse Rocket, the 
backbone of every race and steeplechase meeting in the 
district, always courteous, always willing to help any one, 
alwaysthe gentleman, the very soul of honour and 
ness ; no wonder that Fred Low waslikedand respected by 
all, and loved by those with whom he was brought more 
intimately into contact. A feeling of desolation and 
general loss will be created by this untimely and some- 
what sudden decease, and hundreds of hearts will go out 
in aympethy to Mrs. Low and her family in this their 
hour of bereavement. To Mrs. Low and her children it 
will be a matter of comparative solace that the husband 
and father, who was so good and true a husband and 
father in every way, leaves behind him so green a 


memory not only in, but outside, his family circle, that 
vanes he lived respected and died regretted.— Hastern 
ily Press. 


Rowe.—On Friday, the 30th July, on the eve of her 
65th birthday, at 27 Hillmarton Road, Camden Road, 
N., Caroline Elizabeth, eldest daughter of the late James 
Rowe, M.R.C.V.S. 


RECONSTITUTION OF THE N.V.A. 
Dear Sir, 

The Committee which was formed at the Harrogate Con- 
ference of representatives of the Veterinary Societies for 
the purpose of formulating a scheme of affiliation for 
submission to the Societies consists of the present Presi- 
dents and Secretaries of the Societies. 

Since the Conference, a draft scheme has been submitted 
to the individual members of the Committee for criticism 
and amendment. Unfortunately the work of the Commit- 
tee is being considerably retarded by a serious misunder- 
standing on the part of many of its members, who appear 
to have the impression that in criticising the draft scheme 
they are committing their Societies. It is difficult to 
understand how this impression has arisen, and unfortu- 
nately it has spread beyond the members of the Committee. 
I should feel greatly obliged if you would intimate in your 
columns, as prominently as possible, that criticism of the 
draft scheme submitted to the members of the Committee 
does not commit the Society of which the members are 
officials, nor will it be regarded as in any way binding the 
Societies to the present or any other scheme of affiliation. 

So far as the work of the Committee is concerned the 
Presidents and Secretaries of the Societies are simply indi- 
vidual members of the Committee and not officials of the 
Societies. 

As soon as the work of the Committee is completed the 
scheme as it emerges after their criticism will be submitted 
to the Societies whose members will be given ample oppor- 
tunities of criticising and further amending it before accept- 
ing or rejecting it. It is neither intended nor desired that 
the officials of a Society should assume the power to commit 
it toany scheme. 

I trust you will insert this explanation as soon as possible 
in order that those, who from fear of committing their 
Societies, have so far refrained from criticism may now see 
their way to take an active share in the work of the Com- 
mittee —I am, dear sir, yours faithfully, 


A, 
Royal Dick Vet. Coll., Edinburgh. Aug. 5. 
Several communications are unavoidably held over. 
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